




4.	Stewardship

By the year 2018, I hope people throughout the United States and the international  
Catholic community will look to the Archdiocese of St. Louis as a model stewardship  
diocese. Individuals and families in parishes throughout our 11 counties will be committed  
to practicing stewardship as a way of life. 

In 2018, I hope our Catholic people will be giving themselves more wholeheartedly to the Lord  
in their prayer, in their active involvement in the life of the Church and in their willingness to  
give back to the Lord with increase. Our archdiocese, its parishes, schools and agencies, will  
model good stewardship in personnel policies and practices, in the maintenance and care of 
physical facilities (especially our worship spaces), and in the development and use of financial 
resources. A new archdiocesan foundation will be working hard to grow endowment funds  
to help guarantee the financial stability of parishes, schools and archdiocesan ministries.  
An archdiocesan-wide capital campaign will have helped to build our capacity for stewardship-
based fundraising and will have generated significant new dollars for local parish and school  
needs and for tuition assistance for all families in need.

St. Rose Philippine Duchesne

As we look to the 200th anniversary of Catholic education in St. Louis, let’s place our Catholic 
schools, Parish Schools of Religion, and all our faith-formation programs under the patronage  
of St. Rose Philippine Duchesne. Her deep faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and her commitment to 
the education of children set an example for many generations of Catholic educators who came 
after her. Let’s pray that St. Rose will intercede for us as we face new challenges and opportunities 
in the great work of handing on our faith to the young Church.

I hope that in 2018, we will be a growing Church that is challenged to keep up with the 
increasing demands of parish, school and archdiocesan ministries. I know we will welcome this 
challenge—confident that the Holy Spirit will lead us into our second century of evangelization 
and social justice through Catholic education! As a “stewardship archdiocese,” we will be grateful, 
accountable, generous and eager to return God’s gifts with increase. We will trust in Divine 
Providence, first and foremost. But we will also practice the biblical principle that “faith without 
works” is incompatible with the commands we have received from our Lord Jesus Christ to 
proclaim His Gospel and to provide even the least of His sisters and brothers with life’s basic 
necessities, including food, clothing, shelter, education, health care, productive work and  
the right to life!

By 2018, I hope we will be growing as stewards. This experience of spiritual growth will make it 
possible for us to develop our material resources and to engage in all the ministries of worship, 
faith formation and outreach to the poor that have been hallmarks of this faith community for 
the past 200 years. Please God, may this vibrant tradition of faith continue for at least two more 
centuries so that when our descendents celebrate the 400th anniversary of Catholic education in 
St. Louis, we will still be growing—in prayer, in faith formation, and in service to all God’s people!  
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My vision for Catholic education in 2018 and beyond is that we will continue to be Alive in Christ! 
I want us to be a Church that is not simply “managing the decline” but is truly growing in our 
ability to hand on the faith to future generations.

I want us to help the young Church provide the proactive leadership we need to carry out Christ’s 
work in the decades ahead. I want our children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren in the 
faith to thank us for providing them with the tools they will need to articulate their faith—the faith 
of the apostles—and to witness to it in their words and their actions no matter what challenges 
they meet in the unknown future. 

My vision for 2018 and beyond is that we will eagerly and unapologetically serve the needs of all 
children, youth and adults who long to see the face of Jesus Christ! As I said a year ago when I  
first proposed my vision for Catholic schools, I am not naïve. I know that many cultural influences 
are at work against maintaining a strong Catholic identity in our schools. I know that we face 
demographic and other challenges to the growth of school enrollments. And not a day goes by  
that I don’t hear from a pastor or school administrator who is facing serious financial problems—
or from parents who are struggling to afford a Catholic school education for their children.

I believe the challenge is clear. We must keep our schools Catholic. We must grow them. And they 
must be financially sound and able to assist those in need. Our Lord didn’t say it would be easy to 
be His disciples or to proclaim His Good News, but He did promise to remain with us and to send 
us His Holy Spirit to guide us. Our job is to discern God’s will through prayer and meditation on 
His Word, and then to act boldly with confidence in His grace.

As we begin this Mission Advancement Initiative, Alive in Christ 2018, let’s place ourselves and 
all our parishes, schools and archdiocesan ministries in the hands of Christ the Teacher. Let’s 
pray that His Spirit will guide and sustain us in the challenging years ahead. We are blessed with 
the inspiration and example of St. Rose Philippine Duchesne and all the pioneering women and 
men who have gone before us in the ministry of Catholic education here in the 11 counties of the 
Archdiocese of St. Louis. May their prayers support and direct us as we continue the great work 
that they began here nearly 200 years ago. 

Finally, let us turn to the Blessed Virgin Mary. God the Father gave her the mission of protecting 
and nurturing the physical body of Christ in her womb, so that He could be brought forth 
to proclaim the Good News. Our mission as Catholic educators—parents, pastors, school 
administrators and teachers—is to tend and nurture the growth of the mystical body of Christ,  
so that it can go forth to proclaim the Good News. Since Mary knows how to do this better than  
we can ever imagine, her intercession is crucial for the success of all our efforts to hand on the 
faith to the young Church!   

Sincerely yours in Christ,

 

Most Reverend Robert J. Carlson 
Archbishop of St. Louis
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I believe what Jesus promised: 

“I have come that you may have life  
and have it abundantly.” Thank you,  
Father, for sending Jesus to be my  
friend and my brother. Fill me with  
His Spirit that I may be strong and  
loyal in following Him. May I bring  
His joy and love to all I meet. May  
Jesus remain with me always so that 
I may be “alive in Christ.” I ask this 
through Christ, our Lord. Amen.




